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By Kim Ring 
Telegram & Gazette Staff

LEICESTER - With tiny 
remotes for electronic voting 
in hand, about 150 voters made 
their way through a 26-article 
warrant Tuesday night, setting 
the annual budget and clean-
ing up financial matters from 
the current fiscal year.

Early on, voters found 
themselves facing the dilemma 
of whether to use funds from 
the host community agree-
ment with marijuana shop 
Cultivate to fund an addi-
tional worker for the Highway 
Department.

Some argued that since the 
highway worker would be 
considered a permanent posi-
tion, funds used to pay for the 
position should come from 
permanent funding sources 
like taxation.

Funds from the host com-
munity agreement would end 
at some point and that could 
leave the town searching for 
ways to pay for the position or 
facing a layoff, others argued.

Further complicating the 
matter was that the original 

plan for the $50,000 from the 
host agreement was to pay for 
an economic development/
grant writer position.

Moments before tackling 
that article, voters agreed to 
spend $25,000 for improve-
ments at town parks, also 
taking that funding from the 
host agreement.

Resident Douglas Belanger 
s a i d  w i t h  t h a t  v o t e  o n 
improvements to the parks 
taken, it was worth noting 
that Highway Department 
members who make the 
improvements. The Highway 
Department, he said, has long 
been the town’s “red-headed 
stepchild.”

Voters approved the article 
to hire an additional employee 
after residents described the 
immediate impact it would 
have on them and others who 
travel through town.

The town’s annual oper-
ating budget was also set 
with $29.3 million allocated 
for the coming fiscal year. 
That number includes just 
shy of $16.9 million for the 
school budget, more than 
$18,000 less than the School 

Committee requested.
Town Administrator David 

Genereux said the School 
Department anticipates lay-
offs and that the problem isn’t 
just affecting schools.

“We both share a common 
problem: lack of revenue,” he 
said, adding that both bud-
gets increased by the same 
percentage and the budget is, 
“Fair, that’s all it is.”

Voters also learned that the 
School Department, because 
of declining enrollment, plans 
to give the town the Memorial 
School building on Sept. 1 

and that Selectmen will have 
to decide what to do with 
the structure and parcel on 
which it sits. But voters twice 
defeated an article that would 
give the board the authority 
to "dispose of" the building. 
Voters defeated the article 
once, voted to reconsider it, 
then defeat it again.

Some said they don't want 
the board to be able to sell the 
building without their per-
mission and suggested uses 
including senior housing as 
opposed to universal hous-
ing which could bring more 

school-aged students to town 
forcing the schools to expand 
and build another school after 
selling off Memorial School.

Mr. Genereux said the 
matter will likely be revisited 
at the fall town meeting and by 
then, he hopes the board will 
have a better plan about what 
might become of the building.

Also garnering much atten-
tion was a ban that would 
prohibit temporary signs 
on town-owned property. 
Officials said that while there 
is no penalty for violating the 
bylaw, signs could be gath-
ered up and destroyed by the 
Highway Department. That 
includes political signs, plac-
ards advertising mattress sales 
or efforts by solar companies 
to gain customers. Residents 
questioned how one would 
know if a sign was on town 
property and whether the 
edges of their land might be 
owned by the town because 
of their proximity to town-
owned roadways.

Highway Superintendent 
Dennis P. Griffin said it could 
be confusing at times because 
of the way many roads are laid 

out.
"I'm not going to split hairs," 

he said. "I don't have the man-
power, I don't have the time. I 
don't want the responsibility 
but again ..."

Voters approved the mea-
sure though officials didn't 
react to an idea from Luke 
Soojian who suggested the 
town charge people $10 a day 
to post temporary signs on 
public land.

Also approved on Tuesday 
were:

• $21,400 from unexpended 
funds in the treasury (free 
cash) for groundwater and 
other studies at the site of the 
former landfill,

• two new police cruisers at 
a total cost of $84,223,

• $6,675 for inspection, 
reporting and/or grant appli-
cation funding for Greenville 
Pond Dam

• changes to the way parking 
tickets are issued

• and changes and additions 
to the town's zoning bylaws 
addressing solar energy sys-
tems, earth fill and removal 
and marijuana cultivation 
facilities.

Leicester voters OK spending some host agreement funds

By Craig S. Semon 
Telegram & Gazette Staff

AUBURN – Thanks to 
Monday night’s Annual 
Town Meeting, Auburn 
i s  c l o s e r  t o  b e c o m -
ing the second town in 
Massachusetts to allow tiny 
homes as primary or second-
ary dwellings.

Sitting in the back of the 
Auburn High School audi-
torium, William J. Kerins III 
and Domique B. Kerins of 25 
Wellman St. wrote the origi-
nal citizen petitioned article 
to see if the Town Meeting 
w o u l d  v o t e  t o  a m e n d 
Auburn’s Zoning bylaws to 
add provisions allowing tiny 
homes.

While the Kerins’ arti-
cle was tabled indefinitely 
with their blessing, Auburn 
Town Planner Adam Menard 
drafted a similar article that 
would have a better chance of 
being accepted by the state 
attorney general.

The town planner’s article 
passed 52-23, getting the 
two-thirds majority a zoning 
bylaw article requires. Now, 
it will be forwarded to the 
attorney general’s office for 
final approval.

According to the article, 
the intent of the bylaw is to 
allow direct family members 
who are elderly or disabled 
and their caregiver to reside 
in a tiny home to be near 
family members. A tiny home 
is not an accessory structure 
as defined in the state build-
ing code. Also, a tiny home 
shall require a special permit 
from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

A tiny home is a detached 
structure containing a dwell-
ing unit on a trailer with a 
maximum of 400 square 
feet of habitable living space 

and no more than 15 feet tall, 
according to the article. It 
is a structure intended as a 
full-time residence for the 
occupant and can only be 
constructed on a lot with 
an existing single-family 
household. Only one tiny 
house unit shall be allowed 
per lot.

A s  o f  l a s t  m o n t h , 
Nantucket is the sole com-
munity in the commonwealth 
that allows tiny homes.

While there was some con-
fusion on what was being 
voting on and how many 
votes were cast for specific 
motions, the residents at the  
town meeting were an agree-
able lot overall.

The “Drury Square Village 
District” article seeking a 
walkable, mixed-use devel-
opment including retail, 
office, service, and residen-
tial use that would encourage 
economic and residential 
growth, restore the historic 
character of the town and 
boost the distinct character 
of the town center passed.

Voters gave the town 
authorization to borrow 
$1.2 million to fund roadway 
enhancements and right of 
way costs association with 
the state Department of 
Transportation’s Auburn 
S t r e e t  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
Project.

Voters approved using up 
to $200,000 from the com-
munity access enterprise 
retained earnings for the 
reconstruction and renova-
tion of the currently vacant 
Camp Gleason Meeting 
Hall at 285 Central St. for 
government meetings and 
community related activities.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  v o t e r s 
approved reducing the age of 
eligibility to 65 for the senior 
tax work program.

Auburn puts out welcome 
mat for tiny houses 

WORCESTER SUPERIOR COURT
JUDGE JANET KENTON-WALKER
Adam Lewis, 22, of 502 Douglas St., Uxbridge, was 
sentenced to three concurrent terms of 4 to 6 years 
in Walpole State Prison after pleading guilty to two 
counts of traffi cking in cocaine and possession of 
cocaine with intent to distribute. He was sentenced 
to eight concurrent terms of 2 years in the House 
of Correction after pleading guilty to two counts of 
possession of marijuana with intent to distribute, 
three counts of possession of a fi rearm without a 
fi rearm ID card, possession of ammunition without 
a fi rearm ID card, conspiracy to violate a drug law, 
and distribution of marijuana. He was sentenced 
to two concurrent terms of 1 year in the House of 
Correction after pleading guilty to fi rearm license 
restriction violation and improperly storing a 
fi rearm. 

WORCESTER CENTRAL DISTRICT COURT
JUDGE MEGHAN S. SPRING
Marcin Drozdowski, 39, of 5 Tiffany Ave., 
Worcester, charged with driving under the infl u-
ence of alcohol or .08 percent, found not guilty; and 
marked lanes violation, found not responsible.
JUDGE ROBERT J. PELLEGRINI
Flavio J. Raposo, 34, of 5 Ashwood Circle, 
Shrewsbury, charged with driving under the infl u-
ence of alcohol or .08 percent, found not guilty; 
and driving negligently, continued without a fi nding 
for 6 months, ordered to attend the Brains at Risk 
program, $50 victim witness fee.
Criminal and Traffi c Sessions
JUDGE JENNIFER L. GINSBURG
Evelyn Torres-Martinez, 42, of a last known ad-
dress of 12 Caroline St., Worcester, charged with 
four counts of assault and battery with a dangerous 
weapon (gallon of water, cellphone, soda bottle), 
and assault and battery, dismissed without preju-
dice; two counts of assault and battery on a police 
offi cer, resisting arrest, and disorderly conduct, 
continued to June 18.
Anthony Giovanni, 59, of 309 Belmont St., 
Worcester, charged with assault and battery on 
a person over 60 or disabled, dismissed without 
prejudice.
Elgin T. Johnson, 48, of Annaberry Lane (no street 
number listed), Auburn, charged with violation of 
an abuse prevention order, continued to June 4.
Eric I. Aronson, 59, of Bellingham, charged with 
assault and battery, dismissed without prejudice.
Julio A. Rivera, 46, of 1 Sturgis St., Worcester, 
charged with assault with a dangerous weapon 
(machete), dismissed without prejudice.
Angel G. Arroyo, 23, of 11 First Ave., Leominster, 
charged with assault and battery and assault, 
dismissed without prejudice.
Frederick Cardona, 49, of 122 Day St., Fitchburg, 
charged with driving under the infl uence of alcohol 
or .08 percent (second offense), amended from 
driving under the infl uence of alcohol or .08 per-
cent (third offense), sentenced to 6 months in the 
House of Correction, suspended for 2 years with 
probation, ordered to attend a 14 day inpatient pro-
gram, $250 head injury fee, $50 victim assessment 
fee; driving with a suspended license (subsequent 
offense) and carrying a dangerous weapon (throw-
ing star), dismissed.
Daniel L. Rivera, 26, of 6 Gates St., Worcester, 
charged with driving an unregistered vehicle, 
found responsible, fi ned $100; and driving with a 

suspended license, dismissed.
Jakely Smith, 22, of 90 Country Club Blvd., 
Worcester, charged with possession of marijuana, 
amended from possession of marijuana with intent 
to distribute, found responsible, fi ned $500.
Lisa M. Brothers, 55, of 39 Wilbur St., Worcester, 
charged with driving under the infl uence of alcohol 
or .08 percent, continued without a fi nding for 1 
year, ordered to attend a driver alcohol education 
program, 45 days license loss, $250 state fee, $250 
head injury fee, $50 victim assessment fee, $50 vic-
tim witness fee; marked lanes violation and vehicle 
lights violation, found not responsible.
JUDGE ANDREW M. D’ANGELO
Carry Longway, 38, of Brockton, charged with driv-
ing under the infl uence of alcohol or .08 percent, 
dismissed without prejudice; and driving under 
the infl uence of alcohol or .08 percent (second of-
fense), continued to June 7 on $1,000 cash bail.
Emmanuel Nolasco, 32, of 324 Millbury St., 
Worcester, charged with driving with a suspended 
license, failing to stop for police, and failing to 
provide DNA database sample, dismissed without 
prejudice.
Maria M. Sierra, 47, of 36 Summer St., Fitchburg, 
charged with larceny under $1,200, placed on 
probation for 6 months, ordered to pay $50 victim 
witness fee.
Gabriella M. Cruz, 28, of 384 Sunderland Road, 
Worcester, charged with driving negligently, fi ned 
$200, $250 head injury fee; driving with a sus-
pended license, fi led with a guilty fi nding; failing to 
keep right for oncoming vehicles and speeding at 
a rate of speed exceeding the posted limit, found 
responsible, fi led.
Ramon Martinez Jr., 25, of 95 Harrison St., 
Worcester, charged with leaving an accident scene 
after property damage, continued without a fi nding 
for 6 months, ordered to pay $50 victim witness 
fee; disturbing the peace, fi led with a guilty fi nding; 
and disorderly conduct, dismissed.
Nicholas Wujciak, 21, of 100 Teel Road, 
Winchendon, charged with driving under the infl u-
ence of alcohol or .08 percent, continued without 
a fi nding for 1 year, ordered to attend a driver 
alcohol education program, 45 days license loss, 
$250 state fee, $250 head injury fee, $50 victim 
assessment fee, $50 victim witness fee; failing to 
stop or yield and possession of an open container 
of alcohol in a vehicle, found not responsible; and 
speeding at a rate of speed exceeding the posted 
limit, found responsible, fi led.
Alexander Dertouzos, 31, of 20 Eastford Road, 
Southbridge, charged with larceny under $1,200, 
continued without a fi nding for 1 year.
James Bourget, 53, of 92 Canterbury St., 
Worcester, charged with possession of heroin and 
possession of cocaine, placed on probation for 6 
months.
Jeffrey T. McNamara, 38, of Framingham, 
charged with driving without a license, dismissed, 
$100 costs; and stop sign violation, found not 
responsible.
Emmanuel Nolasco, 32, of 324 Millbury St., 
Worcester, charged with assault and battery on 
a police offi cer, fi ned $500; resisting arrest, fi ned 
$500; and assault and battery with a dangerous 
weapon (shod foot), dismissed.
Jose Sanabria, 35, of 25 Queen St., Worcester, 
charged with failing to register as a sex offender 
(level 2 or 3), dismissed upon payment of bar 
advocate fee.

JUDGE JANET J. MCGUIGGAN
Brian Laskowski, 42, of 31 Grosvenor St., 
Worcester, charged with leaving an accident scene 
after property damage, leaving an accident scene 
after personal injury, and driving under the infl u-
ence of alcohol or .08 percent, continued to June 18 
on $500 cash bail.
Jazette Gonzalez, 33, of 68 Outlook Drive, 
Worcester, charged with assault and battery on a 
family/household member, continued to June 27.
Jason M. Shipps, 29, of 28 Commonwealth Ave., 
Worcester, charged with assault and battery on 
a family/household member and resisting arrest, 
continued to June 18.
Adolfo Rosario, 50, of 2 Healy Road, Worcester, 
charged with violation of an abuse prevention 
order, continued to June 17.
Kaseem Gupta, 45, of 111 Piedmont St., Worcester, 
charged with kidnapping and assault and battery, 
continued to June 6 on $10,000 cash bail.
Randy A. Arias, 25, of Salem, N.H., charged with 
driving without a license, driving unsafely, and red/
blue light violation, continued to June 24.
Ronald N. Stultz, 58, of 23 Freeland St., Worcester, 
charged with possession of heroin, driving with 
a suspended license, license plate violation to 
conceal ID, driving an uninsured vehicle, driving an 
unregistered vehicle, and failing to stop or yield, 
continued to May 17 on $1,000 cash bail.
Andrew Catacchio, 22, of 62 McIntyre Road, North 
Oxford, charged with driving under the infl uence of 
alcohol or .08 percent, intoxicated licensee carry-
ing a fi rearm, driving negligently, and marked lanes 
violation, continued to June 21.
Guadalupe Guardado, 54, of 24 Oberlin St., 
Worcester, charged with driving without a license, 
found responsible, fi ned $300.
Gustavo Lujan, 47, of 60 Commons Drive, 
Shrewsbury, charged with driving without a 
license, found responsible, fi ned $300.
Vianca Lynn Rodriguez, 22, of 127 Chino Ave., 
Worcester, charged with driving without a license, 
continued to June 20.
Roulws Marseille, 44, of 8 Florence St., Worcester, 
charged with driving with a suspended license, 
dismissed, $100 costs; and failing to stop or yield, 
found responsible, fi ned $100.
Lyric S. Gray, 22, of 101 Harrison St., Worcester, 
charged with two counts of assault and battery on 
a police offi cer, resisting arrest, driving negligently, 
failing to stop for police, red light violation, and 
speeding at a rate of speed exceeding the posted 
limit, continued to June 27.
Edwin Hurtado, 36, of 6 Arlington St., Worcester, 
charged with driving without a license, found 
responsible, fi ned $500; and failing to signal, found 
responsible, fi ned $25.
Alberto Pena, 19, of 140 Grand St., Worcester, 
charged with driving with a suspended license and 
driving an uninsured vehicle, continued to May 30.
Junior DeOliveira, 37, of 1127 Grafton St., 
Worcester, charged with driving without a license, 
found responsible, fi ned $300.
Geazi Ribeiroivo, 54, of 11 Cutler St., Worcester, 
charged with driving without a license, found 
responsible, fi ned $500.
Luis Perez-Suero, 22, of 73 Bellevue St., Worcester, 
charged with driving without a license, found 
responsible, fi ned $300.
Darryl Massey, 58, of 1341 Main St., Worcester, 
charged with violation of a harassment prevention 
order, continued to May 17.

Jose Semidey, 35, of 610 Grafton St., Worcester, 
charged with driving with a suspended license and 
failing to stop or yield, continued to June 27.
Quaheem Jerome Minton, 20, of 17 Queen St., 
Worcester, charged with distribution of cocaine 
and possession of heroin with intent to distribute, 
continued to June 17.
Victor A. Brooks, 44, of 11 Fifth Ave., Worcester, 
charged with possession of cocaine, continued to 
June 27.
Francis P. Little, 53, of 42 Alvarado Ave., Worcester, 
charged with receiving stolen property over $1,200, 
continued to June 21 on $500 cash bail.
Ziarty Tobo, 33, of 30 King St., Worcester, charged 
with disorderly conduct, disturbing the peace, 
refusing to produce license/registration/plates, 
having no inspection sticker on a vehicle, and 
license plate missing, continued to June 21.
Lionel Bermudez Jr., 34, of 89 Outlook Drive, 
Worcester, charged with driving with a suspended 
license, continued to June 20.
Crystal L. Cropley, 46, of 12 Lagrange St., 
Worcester, charged with failing to register as a sex 
offender (level 2 or 3), continued to June 27.
Timothy A. Bisson, 34, of 4 West St., Dudley, 
charged with driving under the infl uence of alcohol 
or .08 percent, driving negligently, driving without 
a license, and leaving an accident scene after 
property damage, continued to June 27.
Timothy Zanetti, 37, of 101 Paine St., Worcester, 
charged with traffi cking in cocaine, distribution 
of cocaine, resisting arrest, disorderly conduct, 
and disturbing the peace, continued to June 6 on 
$50,000 cash bail.
Jeremi A. Casia-Cuadro, 26, of 77 Seymour St., 
Worcester, charged with assault and battery, 
continued to June 17.
Joseph Czubek, 26, of 54 Howland Terrace, 
Worcester, charged with two counts of assault and 
battery, continued to June 6 on $500 cash bail.
Tarrie S. Lewis, 36, of New Britain, Conn., charged 
with driving with a suspended license and marked 
lanes violation, continued to June 28 on $100 cash 
bail.
JUDGE MICHAEL G. ALLARD-MADAUS
Christopher M. O’Hara, 44, of 11 Park St., Uxbridge, 
charged with assault and battery on a person over 
60 or disabled, placed on probation for 1 year, 
ordered to stay away from and have no contact 
with the victim.
JUDGE ROBERT J. PELLEGRINI
Jermaine Vaughn, 41, of Brooklyn, N.Y., charged 
with possession of marijuana, dismissed, $200 
costs; speeding and two counts of stop sign 
violation, found not responsible; failing to stop for 
police and driving without a license, dismissed.
Marco A. Leon Lopez, 36, of 47 Kingsbury St., 
Worcester, charged with driving under the infl u-
ence of alcohol or .08 percent, continued without 
a fi nding for 1 year, ordered to attend a driver 
alcohol education program, 45 days license loss, 
$250 state fee, $250 head injury fee, $50 victim as-
sessment fee, $50 victim witness fee; marked lanes 
violation, found not responsible; driving negligently 
and driving without a license, dismissed.
JUDGE MEGHAN S. SPRING
Tara Brock, 35, of 11 Dorchester St., Worcester, 
charged with assault and battery, continued 
without a fi nding for 6 months, ordered to stay 
away from and have no contact with the victim, $50 
victim witness fee; and intimidation of a witness/
juror/police offi cer/court offi cial, dismissed.

C O U R T H O U S E  R E C O R D S

By Cyrus Moulton
Telegram & Gazette Staff

FITCHBURG  — A crowd-
funding campaign is underway 
to transform a downtown 
alley into a temporary park 
with greenery, public art and 
a street cart.

“This project will transform 
an underutilized alleyway into a 
destination and entrepreneur-
ial opportunity in downtown 
Fitchburg, increasing foot 
traffic for local businesses 
and adding vibrancy to this 
important Gateway City,” 
MassDevelopment President 
and CEO Lauren Liss said in a 
statement.

MassDevelopment and the 
civic crowdfunding platform 
Patronicity have launched a 
new Commonwealth Places 
campaign with the Fitchburg 
State University Foundation 
and Reimagine North of Main. 

The organizations plan to 
transform Mill Street using 
movable AstroTurf, planters 
and modular decking. 

They want to incorporate 
murals, other works of public 
art and decorative window 
treatments on nearby build-
ings, and make available a 
street cart where vendors can 
sell their wares.

If the campaign reaches 
its crowdfunding goal of 
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  b y  J u n e  3 0  a t 

midnight, the project will win 
a matching grant with funds 
from MassDevelopment’s 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  P l a c e s 
program.

“We are grateful to have 
t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t 
o f  M a s s D e v e l o p m e n t  i n 
Fitchburg’s downtown,” said 
Fitchburg Mayor Stephen 

L. DiNatale in a statement. 
“There are many exciting 
projects in the pipeline — such 
as the Theater Block, City 
Hall,  the Fitchburg Arts 
Community, and the Library 
R e d e v e l o p m e n t   —  b u t 
these projects take time. 
Placemaking projects like 
Activate Mill Street are a great 

way to build some low-cost, 
short-term wins towards that 
long-term change and con-
tinue the momentum that is 
pushing Fitchburg, and its 
downtown, in a positive direc-
tion as a vibrant center for arts 
and culture.”

More information is at www.
patronicity.com/fitchburg.

Fund drive aims for Fitchburg alley makeover

FITCHBURG - A crowdfunding campaign is underway to transform a downtown Fitchburg alley into a 
temporary park with greenery, public art and a street cart.  [T&G STAFF/ASHLEY GREEN]

LEICESTER - Members of the town’s Finance Advisory Board use 
remote controls to electronically register their votes at Tuesday’s 
Annual Town Meeting. [T&G STAFF/KIM RING]


